Major and minor fisheries harbours of India
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8 3 7 MAJOR AND MINOR FISHERIES HARBOURS OF INDIA 
3 . THE FISHERIES HARBOURS AND FISHERY IN SOUTH KARNATAKA 
Area covered 
The fisheries harbours situated in the 
coa5 tal region of south Karnataka from Talapady 
in south to Manki-madi (Uttara Kannada 
District) in the north is included here (Fig. 1). 
Layout of the harbours 
The layouts of the 3 major fishing harbours 
(Mangalore, Malpe and GangoUi) and 2 minor har-
bours (Hangarcutta and Bhatkal) are given in 
Fig. 2-6. 
Status of harbours 
The status of the fisheries harbours, number 
and type of fishing vessels operating from minor 
and major fisheries harbours in the region are 
given in Table 1. There are 3 major harbours and 
4 minor harbours in the region. These centres 
cater almost exclusively to the needs of mechani-
sed fishing sector, the principal gear being trawl 
(single day and multi-day), purse seine and gill-
net and in addition a few small long liners. Mecha-
nised trawl fishing in the region is carried out 
principally by two fleet. The multi-day fleet, 
whose number is growing at a fast pace at both 
Mangalore and Malpe harbours, undertakes mul-
tiple day voyages (upto 7 days) in depths upto 
100 m. Recently multi-day longliners are also ope-
rated from these centres principally for sharks. 
The purse seine fleet (293 nos) is mainly con-
centrated in the 3 major harbours. Of late, their 
number is on the decline with some of them 
being converted to multi-day trawl fishing and a 
few functioning as combination vessels (purse sel-
l ing during the peak pelagic season and muti-
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Fig. 1. Location of lisheries harl^ours Soutli Karnataka. 
day trawling during the rest of the season). The lar-
gest fleet in all the harbours is the small coastal 
trawlers (single day fleet - 30-32 footers) operating 
on daily basis in the nearshore areas upto 25 m 
depth. Their number is decreasing due to dwind-
ling profits and no additions to fleet have taken 
place during the last few years. 
In total, there are more than 2,400 mechani-
sed fishing vessels comprising 1,871 trawlers, 293 
purse seiners, 245 drift gillnetters and 19 longli-
ners distributed among the 3 major and 4 minor 
fisheries harbours in south Karnataka. 
There are 51 beach landing centres in the area 
covered (Table 2) which are classified as minor lan-
ding centres. A unique feature of all these centres 
is that all of them have tarred approach roads. A 
list of craft and gear employed at each of these 
centres is also given in Table 2. These centres ope-
rate almost exclusively mechanised and non-
mechanised artisanal gear and in addition, a few 
small trawlers are also present In one of the 
centres. The non-mechanised artisanal gears are 
Fig. 2. The lay out of the Mangalore Fisheries Harbour (major). 
mainly concentrated in the northern regions (Utta-
ra Kannada District), while mechanised (outboard 
engines) artisaneil gears are in vogue in the sou-
thern regions. 
Cost of construction and infrastructure 
The cost of construction of the major and 
minor fisheries harbours In the region is given in 
Table 3. Maximum allocations have been made to 
Mangalore and Malpe fishing harbours?. The minor 
harbours are yet to be developed. In the case of Hej-
madi Kodi, Rs. 95 lakhs is already sanctioned (on 
31-10-'95) for its development under a centrally 
sponsored scheme. 
The infrastructures available (quays, jetties. 
Fiy 3. The lay out of the .vlalpe Fisheries Harbour (major). 
auction halls, berthing capacity, other amenities 
and marketing infrastructure) at the 3 major and 2 
minf<r harbours are listed in Table 4. Mangalore 
and Malpe fisheries harbours are fairly well develo-
ped. Although Gangolli caters to a large number of 
mechanised fishing vessels, the facilities available 
there are meagre. The recent trend of multi-day 
trawlers and longliners exploiting deeper areas 
lecessitates better radio telephone communica-
tion facilities at all the major fishing harbours. 
Processing industries 
The number of ice plants, cold storages, pro-
cessing plants, canning plants and fish meal 
plants in the region are given in Table 5 together 
with their production capacity. The large number 
of ice plants and their production capacity of 951 
tonnes/day are primarily meant for the substanti-
al intake of ice by the multi-day trawlers for their 
voyages. The number of processinglndustriesloca-
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Fig. 4. The lay out of the Gangolli Fisheries Harbour (major) 
ted adjacent to each fisheries harbour is indicated 
in Table 4. 
Production details 
Yearwlse (3 years: 1992-'93 to 1994-'95) and 
gearwise production details in respect of Mangalo-
re and Malpe fisheries harbours are given in Table 
6 & 7. During 1994-'95 Mangalore fisheries har-
bour produced 47,315 tonnes (56 % multi-day 
trawl; 16 % single day trawl; 26 % purse seine; 1% 
artisanal and 1 % gillnet) by all gear, while Malpe 
fisheries harbour produced 18,708 tonnes (40 % 
multi-day trawl; 20 % single day trawl; 35 % purse 
seine; 4 % artisanal and 1 % gillnet). Separate pro-
duction data with regard to other centres major, 
medium and minor) are not available. 
Potential yields and current yields 
Comparison of MSY levels and current yields 
ol major commercial species occurring at Mangalo-
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Fig. 5. The lay out of the Haiij;ariiiii;i Fisheries Harbour 
(major). 
re/Malpe region are given 
in Table. 8. Majority of the 
species are fully or overex-
ploited. Only a few species 
like goatfish and small shr-
imp in trawl and tunas in 
gillnets offer scope for incre-
ased exploitation. Since the 
grounds of the multi-day 
fleet of trawl are being expa-
nded every year (boats exp-
loiting more deeper areas) 
many of the MSY estimates 
have subsequently become 
underestimates. 
Marketing infrastructure 
Wholesale and retail 
fresh fish markets are well 
developed in the region (Table 4). The Kamataka 
State Fisheries Development Corporation (KFDC) 
has a cold chain to market frozen marine flsh to the 
interior districts of Kamataka. Dry flsh production 
and marketing (wholesale and retail) are also well 
developed. 
Management for sustained development 
Management of marine fishery resources of 
the state has received the attention of the Govern-
ment and the State Fisheries Department. The 
Government of Karnataka (GOK) passed the model 
Marine Fisheries Regulation Act in July, 1986 
and subsequently the rules were issued in August, 
1987. This act provides for: 
1) Registration of all fishing vessels including non-
mechanised country craft at their respective 
base ports. 
2) Licensing of fishing vessels for fishing in speci-
fied areas. 
3) Regulation, restriction or prohibition of fishing 
in specified areas. 
4) Regulation or restriction of number of fishing 
vessels for fishing in specified areas. 
5) Regulation, restriction or prohlbiton of catch of 
particular species of flsh or use of particular 
gear in any specified area. 
6) Fixation of the hours in a day during which any 
person may carry out fishing. 
Fig. 6. The lay out of the Bhatkal Fisheries Harbour (major). 
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Although this act has been promulgated as 
early as 1986, it has not so far been implemeted in 
full. In 1995, the GOK initiated steps to implement 
the first part of the act i.e., registration of all fishing 
vessels. The next part is that of fishing licences for 
which action is to follow. As a general consensus 
agreements of fishermen associations/groups, 
the region observes a closed fishing season during 
the monsoon months (Jun. to Aug.) primarily due 
to the rough seas during the period and lack of 
insurance cover for the boats. Lately, the GOK has 
issued orders prohibiting operation of mechanised 
fishing boats from 1st June to 31st August. 
However, in recent years, purse seiners and traw-
lers have started their operations in mid-August 
itself violating these orders. 
Apart from this, several self imposed local 
regulations exist which are more or less adhered to 
by all fleet. Local fisheries associations (for exam-
ple the Purse Seine Association) have regualtions 
on rights to fish a shoal at sea and also night purse 
seining (Kemparaju etal, 1992. MFIS No. 116 : 
12-14). 
T A B L E l. Minor and major fisheries harbours in south Kamat-
aka and strength ojfishingjleets (from Talapady in Dakshina 
Kannada to Manki-madi in Utiara Kannada) 
Name of landing 
centre 
























GangoUi Bunder Major 
39 0 39 6 
125 0 125 0 
80 9 89 40 
45 0 45 0 
312 398 710 87 
440 225 665 90 













Total 1,230 647 1,877 293 245 19 
SDF = Single day fleet; MDF=Multi day lleet. 
T A B L E 2 : (Beach landing centres) Fishir\g harbours in south 
Karnataka and number of crafts/gear (from Talapady in 
Dakshina Kannada to Manki-madi in Uttara Kannada) 
Name of landing Trawl Mechanised (OBE) Non-mechnised 
centre 
Gillnet Seine Gillnet Hooks Kairam-

















































































































































































































































































































































Total 339 370 1.633 120 45 
S= seasonal. 
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me sanctioned in 
1984 at a cost of 
Rs. 99.5 lakhs) 




1 9 7 5 - ' 7 6 a t a c o s t 
of Rs. 4 .13 crores) 
Rs. 8.0. lakhs 
(Quay and jetty 
only) 
Central sponsored 
scheme for Rs. 95 
lakhs sant loned 
on31-10- ' 95 
Proposal to con-
struct at a cost of 












p lans being 
made 
II stage 
expansion a t 
Rs. 10 crores 
Expansion a t 
a cost of Rs. 
75 l akhs 
Source: Department of Fisheries, Government of Karnataka. 
TABLE 4. infrastructure and marketingfricilities at major and 































































































T A B L E 5. No. & capacity of ice p lan t s , cold s torages and proce-
ssing indust r ies s i tuated in sou thern Karna taka 
Category Number Capacity 
(tonnes/day) 
Ice p lants 
Cold s torages 
Processing p lants 
Canning p lan ts 











Source : (1) Statistical Bulletin of Fisheries (1993-'94), Publi-
shed by Depar tment of Fisheries, Government of 
Karnataka. (2) MPEDA Regional Centre, Mangalore. 
T A B L E 6. Yeanvise and geanvise catch (in tonnes) atMangalore 
(1992-'93tol994--95) 
1. Gear: Multi-day trawl 














































Total ca tch 13,517.8 18,287.3 
2 . Gear: Single day trawl 
Species 1992- '93 1993-'94 
P = Proposed; A = Available: NA = Not available. 

































































3. Gear : Artisanal 2. Gear : Single day trawl 

























































































4. Gear ; 
Species 
382.6 






































































TABLK 7. Year wise and geanuise catch (in tonnes) at Malpe 
(l992-'93 to 1994-V5) 
1 Gear : Multi-day trawl 























































































































































































3. Gear : Artisanal 
Species 
9,111.4 























































































Flatfish - Trawl 
M'lore/Malpe 
Whitefish - Trawl 
M'lore/Malpe 













Ribbonflsh - Trawl 
M' lore/Malpe 




of major commercial species at 






























































































Tuna - GUlnet 421 
M'lore/Malpe (•93-'94) 
Shrimp (M. dobso- 572 
ni)- Trawl (•85-'89) 
Mangalore 
Shrimp (M. monoce- 546 
rosj - Trawl ('89-'92) 
Mangalore 
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